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bonJovr SUMMER THEMES 2026

Theme Title

Urban Survival: Amazing Animals That
Thrive in NYC

Science Lab I: Chemistry, Art & Potions

Wizards & Monsters of the Enchanted
Realm

Cooking I: Kitchen Chemistry & The Bake
Sale

Science Lab Il: Build It! Tear It Down!
(Dream City)

Fine Arts Studio: The Grand Museum
Exhibition

Description

Calling all Urban Trackers! Did you know that a group of rats is called
a "mischief"? Or that pigeons can recognize themselves in a mirror?
Kick off the summer with a most hilarious nature-themed week: Urban
Survival! Campers explore the fascinating science, habitats, and life
cycles of the animals that call NYC home - from rats and squirrels to
pigeons and bodega cats. Expect lots of laughs as we personify their
stories through comic strips, 3D models, and funny video sketches —
all fully immersed in French, Spanish, or Mandarin!

Chem Lab has never been so colorful! This week we do chemistry
experiments, make color-changing potions, and explore chemistry
concepts, all while turning our findings into art. We explore concepts
such as pH, buoyancy, mixtures, and chemical reactions to make
MOMA (fridge)-worthy art pieces. But watch out... on Friday, an
experiment triggers a massive laboratory reaction that sets up next
week's magical adventure!

The ultimate fantasy mashup! The potion lab fallout from last week
has unleashed strange, mythical beasts, and the Enchanted Realm is
in danger! Wizards, sorcerers, elves, and fairies must unite their
powers to protect the Green Forest. Campers track down these
fantastical creatures, learn their legends, and invent ways to co-exist.
Throughout the adventure, campers design a unique, personalized
tabletop board game inspired by the stories they create, complete with
custom rules, boards, and pieces!

From cookies and cakes to pies and breads, campers learn new
recipes, techniques, and tips to create delicious baked treats. They
work with a variety of ingredients and kitchen tools, while learning
about kitchen safety and how to properly measure and mix ingredients
(gluten-free friendly!). On Friday, campers set up and run their own
bake sale, decorating packaging, making signs, pricing wares, and
hosting their families!

From a tinker lab, to a cardboard Gotham, to Rube Goldberg
contraptions, to the highest-tower competition, this is a week for kids
who love making things! Campers explore the practical applications of
physics and engineering, learning concepts like joinery, load bearing,
equilibrium, and force to bring their structural ideas to life.

An immersive week dedicated entirely to the joy of raw creation!
Campers study and then step into the shoes of fine artists, exploring a
rich variety of techniques including multi-layered painting, printmaking,
and 3D collage. They will find inspiration in the summer season and
transform the camp gym into an elite art gallery. On Friday, parents
are invited to a formal gallery opening to view the collection!
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Project(s)

Pigeon and rat comic
strips, 3D animal models,
funny video sketches

Color-changing ink, fizzy
paint, bubble art, oil-resist
paintings, and more

Handcrafted 3D monster
model/puppet, custom
wizard accessories, fully
playable take-home board
game

Homemade treats, custom-
designed packaging, and a

personal recipe book

Cardboard city structures,
individual architectural
prototypes, and mini-
bridges

Multi-layered paintings,
custom block prints, and a
richly colored summer
collage portfolio

Field trip or Event

American Museum of
Natural History (AMNH)

New York Hall of Science

Onsite Storytelling and
Board Game
Tournament (family
invitational)

The Big Bonjour Bake
Sale! (family invitational)

National Museum of
Mathematics (MoMath)
or Science Center

The International Beaux-
Arts Gallery Opening
(family invitational)
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Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Cooking II: Street Food Culture

Carnival Magic!

The Great Museum Heist

Nature Days! An All-Outdoor Summer
Adventure (NOTE: 4-day week)

Food is culture and culture is food! Campers learn how to cook and
bake traditional street food from some of the vibrant cultures that
speak our target languages. They practice language skills by following
regional recipes and interacting with the stories behind food traditions,
all while starring in their own food truck cooking show!

An enduring, historically sold-out favorite that encompasses the fun of
the whole summer! Campers make their own carnival games, using
arithmetic and geometry to construct fun carnival games. Teams
develop magic tricks, craft detailed masks, design costumes, and
decorate the building to run a full, camper-led Carnival for their
families.

A priceless cultural artifact has vanished from the camp museum, and
the curators need help! Campers step into a theatrical, week-long
mystery roleplay acting as suspects, guards, and detectives. They
must create artifacts, crack language codes, follow clues, and
collaborate to unmask the culprit before Friday afternoon.

Spend all day outdoors for this last gasp of summer! Campers explore
the urban nature of NYC's largest shady oases as nature prepares for
the changing seasons. Our naturalists lead days filled with fresh air,
seed-pod tracking, tree mapping, and open-air science and art
projects right before the school year begins.
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Food truck menu designs,
cooking show video clip,
and a global street food
recipe packet

Detailed performance
mask, custom carnival
game prop, magic trick kit

Crafted "ancient" artifact,

secret code-breaker wheel,

detective ID badge

Woven nature looms, leaf-
print journals, outdoor
survival bracelets

Visits to local food trucks,
neighborhood markets,
and/or culture-based
eateries

Luna Park on Coney
Island (historic
amusement park with
age-appropriate rides) +
Onsite Friday Carnival
(family invitational)

The Metropolitan
Museum of Art (Ancient
Artifact Scavenger Hunt)

All-Outdoor Park
Explorations
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